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To AN 
E P I S T L E 


TO THE 


PEOPLE OF AMERICA. 


BRETHREN AND FELLOW-SUBJECTS, 
HE conteſt in which ſome 
at - you are at preſent en- 


gaged againſt the power of Britain, 


is the moſt important that has ever 


been recorded ſince the beginning 


of the world. You have been told, 
that your friends, your brethren, 


your protectors, in England, had 


formed a deſign to enſlave you. 
You were alarmed at this intelli- 
B e 


(#4 
gence, and, believing it to be true, 
you very properly reſolved to de- 
fend your liberty at the hazard of 
your lives. I applaud you for this 
reſolution, and I pray to God, that 
every man in every part of the 
world, who has a drop of Engliſh 
blood in his veins, may reſolve to 
ſpill every drop of that blood in 
defence of that liberty to which he 
has an undoubted right by the 


conſtitution of his country | _ 


There breathes not a man, on 
the face of the earth, who would 
do more in defence of the natural 

rights of mankind than myſelf. I 
even honour the enthuſiaſtic ſpirit 
which caught the alarm, though it 
ſhould prove, upon enquiry, that 
you were alarmed without a cauſe. 
Lou 


5 ö 


You were too univerſally ſenſible ol 
your ſingular felicity under the 
mild government and protection of 
Britain, not to ſtart at the leaſt ap- 

parent change of ſyſtem, I applaud 


your vigilance, You knew well 


that kings, and miniſters are natu- 
rally rapacious after power, and 
you wiſely reſolved to oppoſe the 
firſt deſign, of lan les dominion. 


But, my beloved brethren, let 


us proceed without heat, prejudice, 


party zeal, or animoſity, to en- 


quire, ally and deliberately, into 
the real foundation of your appre- 
henſions. 


Great, very great, pains have 


been taken to perſuade you, that 


Britain had formed a regular plan 
. to 


( 4 ) 


to reduce you to a ſtate of ſlavery. ö 


This is, in truth, a heavy charge 
againſt the mother country. If 


| ſhe really had conceived {uch a de- 
ſign, you acted wiſely, prudently, 


and juſtly, in diſclaiming all duty 


to ſuch a parent. But the charge 
is of fo extraordinary a nature, and 


ſo highly improbable, that you 


ought not to believe it, without the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt indiſputable evi- 


dence. Was it the king that in- 
tended to make ſlaves of you?.— 


The king has no ſuch power. Was 


it the king's miniſters? Such an 


an attempt would coſt any miniſter 


his head. Was it the parliament? 
The members of parliament are too 


happy in the enjoyment of conſti- 
tutional liberty, to deprive any 
part of the Britiſh dominions of 


that 
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. 
that bleſſing, well knowing that 
ſlavery, once begun in the extremi- 
ties, would, like a gangrene, ſoon 
cat its way to the heart. Their 
own preſervation ' therefore was your 
ſuffeient ſerurity. 


From this ade I preſume, 
it will be granted, that the charge 


againſt Britain of a premeditated de- 
fign to enſlave America is, at leaſt, 
improbable, But we will come 


nearer to the point, and proceed to 


ea. 


That no government can exit 


which is not ſupported by the 
; people, i is a ſelf-evident propohition ; 
therefore, the people, in every 
country muſt be taxed. In this 


reſpect all nations are alike. - The - 
WD - difterenece 


(6) 


difference lies ſolely in the mode of 


taxation, Tt is the. peculiar privi- 
lege of Britain to be taxed, not by 
the king, not by the niftes!: but 
by themſelves, their repreſentatives, 
their fellow- ſubjects. This is, in- 


deed, a great, a glorious privilege ! 


— privilege on which the ſecurity 


of the property of every individual is 
firmly and permanently eſtabliſhed. 


But America is not repreſented, 


therefore ſhe could not be conſtitu- 


| tionally taxed by a Britiſh Parlia- 
ment. I allow the plea its utmoſt 


validity; ; but are we therefore to 


conclude, that America had a right 
to a total and perpetual exemption 


from taxation? If this queſtion be 
anſwered in the negative, which I 
preſume I may take for granted, it 
neceſſarily follows, that the only 

remaining 
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TE 
remaining queſtion is, not whether 
America ought to have been taxed ; 
but, by what means? 


The matter in diſpute being thus 
reduced to a fimple queſtion, we 
ſhall now come at the truth without 
much difficulty. But here let us 
pauſe a moment, and recollect the 
ſubſtance of the few preceding pages. 
I am writing to a ſenſible people, 
who, if I make a blot, will ſurely 
hit it. I ſhall therefore endeavour, 
as I go along, ſo effectually to clear 
the road to truth, as not to leave a 


ſingle ſhrub to hang a doubt on, 


ks. 


SECTION II. 


IF the reader's attention to the 
matter of the preceding ſection hath 


been equal to the importance of the 
ſubject, he muſt certainly perceive, 
that the natural ſubjects of Britain, 
whereſoever ſettled, cannot poſſibly 


be enſlaved without ſuch violence 
to the conſtitution, as would alarm 
and rouze the moſt indolent of their 
brethren at home. I éſay, the 


natural ſubje&s; for, in this diſpute, 
it 1s eſſentially neceſſary to diſtin- 


guiſh theſe from conquered all jecks, 


becauſe it hath been urged, with 
ſome apparent degree of weight, 


that the Canadians do not enjoy 


the privileges of Engliſhmen. To 


this I anſwer, that the Canadians 


are 
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are not deprived of any privileges 
to which they were born; that 
they ſurrendered to Britain under 


certain articles of capitulation, 


which have been religiouſly ob- 


ſerved; that the laws by which 


they are now governed, were en- 
acted at their own requeſt, and 


that they are ſo perfectly ſatisfied 


with their ſituation, as not to enter- 
tain the leaſt idea of accepting the 


invitation from the United States 
to become one of their number. 


But, ſay the advocates of Ame 
rica, the Proteſtant government of 
England hath eſtabliſhed Popery in 
Canada, Without cavilling about 


the word eftadlifb, it is ſufficient to 


obſerve, that by their capitulation, 


they were entitled to the full and 


perfect 


. 
perfect enjoyment of their religion, 
which they could not have done if 
their prieſts had not been authoriſed 


by law, to fue for their tithes, But 


ſurely it ill becomes America to 
pretend an alarm at the introduc- 


tion of Popery, when her firſt, her 


great and good ally 18 a Popiſh 


prince, who, if he be a real Papiſt, 
muſt neceflarily uſe every art to 


propagate a religion, which he be- 
lieves to be the only poſſible 2 


port to heaven. 


After this 4 Mpelken 


concerning Canada, let us now re- 


turn to the immediate object of our 


diſcuſſion. What are the facts on 


which America founds her conjec- 
ture, that Britain deſigned to de- 
pou her of her liberty Preſump- 


tive 
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( 11 L | 
tive eridende, I have proved in 
y firſt ſection, militates on the 


pole ſide of the queſtion; we 


muſt therefore once more have re- 


courſe to facts. The Parliament of 
Great Britain paſſed certain acts 


impoſing taxes on America. Ame- 
rica objects to theſe taxes, becauſe 
ſhe is not repreſented; but that this 

was only a pretended objection 1 is 
ſelf evident, becauſe ſhe continues 


to perſiſt in her diſobedience, al- 
though the affair of taxation has 
been given up. I wiſh the honeſt 
people of America would preſs this 
argument, with all its weight, upon 
their preſent governors. Aſk them 


when, for the ſake of reſtoring. 


peace, all their grievances were 


_ promiſed to be redreſſed, why they 


{till refuſed to return to their obe- 
dience 


„ 
dience of the government mühe 
which they were born, and under 
whoſe protection they were the 
n * in the univerſe ? 


But though 1 * acknowledg- 
at that no unrepreſented body of 
Britiſh ſubjects ought to be taxed 
by Parliament, let it not be for- 
gotten, that none of the char- 
ters under which the ſubjects of 
Britain firſt ſettled in America, 
exempted them from taxation, 
and that one of them poſitively 
ſays, they ſhall not be taxed except 


by the Parliament of Britain. This 
exception was evidently inſerted in 
order to ſecure them from being 


taxed by the king's ſole authority, 


which might otherwiſe have been 
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Tr 
apprehended, as by his ſole autho- 
rity they were firſt eſtabliſhed. 

If the reader be an impartial en- 
quirer after truth, I will now aſk 


him, upon his honour, whether this 


particular colony, in whoſe charter 


the above exception appears, might 


not have been legally taxed? And 
1 alſo aſk him, whether he does 


not believe that the other colonies 
would not have been glad of the 

fame exception, for their own ſecu- 

rity againft the prerogative of the 
crown? IT do not mean to draw 
more from this argument than it 
neceſſarily implies. I mean only 
to prove, that parliament might 
naturally proceed to tax the king's 


ſubjects in America, without any 
Tl — of intentional, illegal, 
uſurpa- 
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uſurpation. It was a new) caſe, 


and ſo doubtful, that the wiſeſt 
and honeſteſt men in England dif- 


fered in opinion concerning it. 
Now admitting the legality of tax- 
ing the colonies to be a doubtful 
caſe, there were two very powerful 
reaſons in juſtification of the at- 
tempt to bring the queſtion for- 
ward; the national debts of Bri- 
tain, and the affluence of America. 


As to the firſt of theſe reaſons, 
notwithſtanding all the ſophiſtry 


which hath been employed to prove 
the contrary, it ſtill remains a no- 
torious fact, that a conſiderable 
part of the national debt of Britain 
hath been contracted in defending 
America. The fact is indeed ge- 
nerally acknowledged, but the obli- 


gation is denyed, — we are 


told, 


9 
r 
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told, defended America from the 
French and Indians, as a farmer 


defends his ſheep from the wolves, 
becauſe they yield him wool. But 
do theſe ſheep owe their maſter leſs 
obligation, becauſe his emolument 


happens to. coincide with their Pre- 


ſervation? Beſides, theſe ſheep, it 


they have any gratitude, will recol- 


lect, that he not only employed a 


ſhepherd to take care of them in 


their infancy, when they yielded 


him no wool, but that, by pro- 
tecting their ſolitary progenitors, he 


was the cauſe of the very exiſ- 


tence of every individual in the 
preſent numerous flock. This ſimile 


exhibits a very ftriking portrait of 


America. The firſt ſettlers | in Ame- 


rica muſt ſoon have been drove 
into the ſea, had they not been pro- 


"8 tected 


E 


| tected by Britain. Theſe ſettlers, 
if they had remained in Europe, 


would not have produced halt the 
number of children; conſequently 


at leaſt half the preſent inhabitants 


of America owe their exiſtence to 
the protection of Great Britain. 


SECTION. U.. 


ADMITTING the legality of 
. taxing America by authority of Par- 


liament, to be a dubious point, I 


have aſſerted in the foregoing ſec- 
tion, that, in equity, there were 


two reaſons ſufficient to induce 


Parliament to adopt the meaſure, 
viz, the national debt; and the 
affluence of America. The firſt of 
5 theſe 


(> 


1 8 
1 . 
4 N 


yn. 

: FL 
0 

> IJ. 

0 ti 
: pry 

, 

* 
8 
ip. + 
* 

15 
2 


E 


theſe I have already diſpatched ; 
as to the ſecond, I appeal to every 


unprejudiced American: Were 
there any beggars to be ſeen in the 


ſtreets of Boſton, New Vork, Phi- 


ladelphia, or Charles-Town, in the 
villages, or on the roads? Is there 
any part of Europe in which la- 
bour was ſo extravagantly paid, 

and where, conſequently, the loweſt 
claſs of people lived fo well? Did 


not the common cart-men in New 


York and Philadelphia live better 


than the middling trades-people 1 in 
England? And though labour was 
exceedingly high, were not all the 
neceſſaries of life remarkably cheap? 


Can there be a more inconteſtible 


proof of affluence? Were not all 


the maſters of ſhips and the mer- 


chants by whom they were em- 


CG Flerec, 


1 | 
ployed, in every part of the conti- 
nent of America, accumulating. 
wealth to an amazing degree? 
Did not the northern colonies 


abound with wealthy farmers, and 
the ſouthern with gentlemen of 
large fortunes? Was there in any 
part of America, the leaſt appear- 


ance of that penury and diſtreſs, ſo 


viſible in many of the inhabitants of 


every country in Europe ? Was 


there a ſingle merchant, of any 
note, in the city of New Vork, 


who did not exhibit a very valu- 


able ſideboard of plate? Are theſe 
ſigns of a country unable to con- 

tribute a grateful pittance towards 
the ſupport of the kingdom to 
which it ſtands indebted for its 
very exiſtence? Was it for ſuch a 
country, when ſhe was aſked only 

to 
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to contribute a trifle towards the 


maintenance of her own govern- 


ment, to quarter a few ſoldiers for 
her own defence ; was it for ſuch 


à country to diſpute about an intri- 


cate point of law ? Are theſe peo- 


ple the deſcendants of Britons ? 


Where is their generoſity? where 


their gratitude? where their Equity t — 


England hath been egregiouſly 


deceived in almoſt every circum- 


ſtance concerning America; but 


no inſtance more flagrantly than 
in the eſtimation of her wealth. 
The people of America were 
| doubtleſs the moſt affluent people 


in the world, But there was, in 


the opinion of a celebrated writer, 


another reaſon why taxes would 
: have becn leſs burdenſome to Ame- 


C 2 rica 
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rica than to any other nation. This 
celebrated writer was 8 5 ſubject of 


your great and good ally, the king 
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of France; you will conſequently 


pay a proper regard to his opinion. 


I will quote the paſſage 1 in the ori- 


ginal: as French muſt now become 
the. language of America, you 
cannot begin to learn it too ſoon. 
— Regle general : on peut 
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lever des tribut plus forte, a pro- 


portion de la liberté des ſujets; 
& Ton eſt force de les moderer, 
7 meſure que la ſervitude aug- 
mente. Cela a toujours ete, et 
cela ſera toujours. C'eſt une 


regle tirce de la nature, qui ne 


varie point; on le trouve par 
tous les pays: en Angleterre, en 
Hollande, et dans tous les etats 


cc ou 


0 21 I 
et gh la liberté va ſe degradant 


cc juſqu' en Turquie.“ | 
Eſprit des Loix, tom. ii. i. chap, 12. 


For the bin of thoſe few 
Americans Who may not be quite 
perfect 1 in the French language, I 
could have wiſhed to ſubjoin a 
tranſlation of this paſſage; but J 
am fearful of offending their Excel- 
lencies the Right Hon. Congreſs, 
who are about to publi iſh an edi, 
enjoining every liege ſubject of the 
United States of America, imme- 
diately to follow their example in 


providing himſelf with a French 
grammar and dictionary. Dr. 
Franklin will be quoted as an in- 
ſtance, that the French language 
may be acquired, with proper ſtudy 
and application, even at the age of 

1 ſeventy- 
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ſeventy-two. It is indeed whiſ- 


pered, notwithſtanding the Doctor's 
indefatigable application to his 
French grammar, that there are 
ſome of the ſecret articles in the 
treaty of alliance, which he did 


not perfectly underſtand : but al- 
lowing a little for dotage, and a 


great deal for the exquiſite ſubtilty 


of French genius and French lan- 


guage, the Doctor is quite ex- 


1 of the ſtrange alliance 


with France, I am naturally led to 
expreſs my aſtoniſhment, at the 


ſupineneſs, the ſhameful negli- 


gence, with which the people of 
America have ſuffered themſelves, 
without their conſent or approba- 


tion, to be linked, bound, chained 
to a nation, which, from their ſouls, 


they 


N 
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they abhor! a nation, which, in 
manners, cuſtoms, policy, religion, 


every thing, differs from America, 
as light from darkneſs. The union 


is a monſter, half ſheep, half mon- 
key. Fy! Fy! and are ye really g 
the offspring of Old England ? 


Seriouſly, Americans, I marvel 


exceedingly, that you do not infiſt on 
a full, an ample, a total promul- 


gation of this treaty with France. 
The Congreſs tells you, that ſome 


of the articles are improper to be 
known by the enemy ; but I tell 
you, that all the articles are known 


by the zNzMY, as the Congreſs are 
facetiouſly pleaſed to call their 
ſovereign. Theſe articles are con- 
cealed, becauſe they are aſhamed 


of hoe, Aſk the Congreſs, whe- 
ther they have not mortgaged the 


C4 Whole, 


ys - 

whole, or part of America 2 If they 
deny this, aſk them what then they 
have given as a ſecurity to France for 
the vaſt ſum ſhe has lent them? 
What equivalent for the expence 
of a large fleet of ſhips of war, ſent 
acroſs the Atlantic for the ſole 
purpofe of aſſiſting America? What 
compenſation to France for ruſh- 
ing precipitately into a war with 
England, contrary to the intereſt 
and inclination of her old allies, 
and with thediſapprobation of every 
power in Europe? If, in anſwer 
to theſe queſtions, Congreſs ſhould 
tell you, that except an open trade 
with America, THEIR GREAT AND 
G00D ALLY, is ſolely influenced 
by his arrtCTION For LIBERTY, 
and THE NATURAL RIGHTS OF MAN- 
KIND, you would laugh, even in 
the face of Congreſs, 


Poſſibly 
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Poſſibly ſome of my readers may 


be of opinion, thatT have exhauſted 


the ſubje& of the French alliance. 
The ſubject is inexhauſtible. If I 
had a parrot at Philadelphia, I 
would teach him to cry French 
alliance, till the whole Congrels, 
French ambaſſador and all, ſhould 
grow heartily fick at the ſound. 
As to the futile pretence, that the 
French king hath concluded this 
alliance, merely in expectation of 
an open trade with America, the 


attempt to make you believe it, is 


an affront to your underſtanding. 
The French miniſter is not ſo 
unacquainted with the American 


trade, as to flatter himſelf that it 


can ever become an object of im- 
portance to the French nation. The 
reaſons are obvious. Their manu- 


factures 
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factures are much inferior to thoſe 


of England; French merchants, in 


general, have ſo little credit in 


America, that very few people will 


ever entruſt them with the ſale of 


a cargo; French manufacturers, 


and French merchants, are too poor 


to afford that credit which the na- 


ture of the American trade requires. 
If indeed the French miniſter could 


have obtained, from Dr. Franklin, 


an excluſive trade with America, 
the caſe would have been very dif- 


ferent; but ſo long as the Ame- 


ricans are ſuffered to trade with 


whom they pleaſe, they will, for 


the reaſons abovementioned , always 


trade with England, in prefe- 
rence to any other country. Mer- 


chants may be ſpeculative politi- 


cians; but they ceaſe to be mer- 


( 27) 


| chants the moment they act con- 
trary to their own | Intereſts, 


1 FOR: not yet done with this 
French alliance. J am fond of 


the ſubject, becauſe 1 clearly per- 
ceive, that it will act more 


powerfull y than fleets and armies, 


in the good work. of reſtoring 
America to the parental arms of 


Britain. The Americans have hi- 
therto ſupported the character of 
a virtuous, religious people, pecu- 
liarly attached to the Proteſtant 


faith. Is America unacquainted 


with the tenets of Popery * ” Is. 
there a Popiſh country in the 


world, where the Proteſtant | reli- 
gion is tolerated? Is it not the 
peculiar genius of Popery to in- 
ſinuate itſelf into all countries, 

and 
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and to uſe every poſſible means of 
propagating its doctrines, wherever 
it gains a footing? What then 
has America to expect from a Po- 
piſh alliance, but ſhoals of prieſts 
under every poſſible diſguiſe? Vet 
the religious ſentiments of a Popiſh 
ally are leſs to be dreaded than his 
political opinions, which are always 
inconſiſtent with civil liberty. Is 
there a Popiſh prince in any part 
of the world, whoſe ſubjects are not 
In a ſtate of civil, as well as reli- 
gious ſlavery? Is there a fingle 
example to be found in the uni- 
verſal hiſtory of mankind, fince the 
creation of the world, of a free 
people aſſiſted (bong fide) by an 
arbitrary prince, in the preſervation @ 
of their liberty? That ſuch an 
event never did happen, is moſt 
certain, 


(29 
certain, and that it ſhould now 
happen, can be expected only by 
the weakeſt collection of heads that 
ever uſurped the government of 
any country. But Lewis XVI. is a 
phænomenon of greatneſs and good- 
neſs, a lover, a patron of liberty 
Corſica - Corſica - Corſica No, 
no, the people of America are 
too well acquainted with the hiſ- 
tory of mankind to be ſo deceived: 
they recollect too many flagrant 
inſtances of French perfidy, to put 
any faith in their compliments, their 
promiſes, or even in their moſt 
ſolemn treaties of amity and alli- 
ance ; they are perfectly convinced, 
that France confiders nothing but 
her own intereit, and that nothing 
can be for the intereſt of France, 
which will not prove diſagree- 


able, 


(s) 


able, detrimental, deſtrudtive to 


America. 


In order to perſuade Great Bri- 
tain to treat with America as an 
independent people, it hath been 
artfully inſinuated, that if ſhe ſpends 


too much time in heſitation, the 


American merchants will in a little 
while forget their correſpondents in 


England; they will eſtabliſh a con- 


fidential intercourſe with France; 


the faſhions of London will gradu- 


ally give way to thoſe of Paris, and 
that when the trade has once taken 
a new channel, it will be impoſſible 


ever to bring it back. Theſe argu- 


ments are ſufficiently anſwered in 
the firſt part of this ſection; but, 
if there ſhould ſtill remain the 


ſhadow of a doubt, I will appeal 
= 


& x 4 
Fs 7: 
. 
: * 


1 
to the feelings of every honeſt, 
unprejudiced man and woman on 
this continent. Tell me, ye ſons 
and daughters of Old England, whe- 
ther your hearts do not revolt at 
the idea of an union with France? 
Whether French manners, French 
politicks, French perfidy, French 
faſhions, do not inſpire you with 
deteſtation ? Whether the very fight 
of a Frenchman in your ſtreets, is 
not an object of ridicule, diſguſt 
and contempt? Whether they 
have not already given you ſuffi- 
cient proof of their perfidious de- 
ſigns, and of their inability to aſſiſt 
you ? Now, lay your hands upon 
your hearts; give me honeſt an- 
ſwers to theſe queſtions, and the 
diſpute i is ended. 
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SECTION IV. 


IT hath ever been the practice 


of deſigning caſuiſts, whoſe cauſe 


would be injured by perſpicuity, 


to perplex the ſubject with a pro- 


fuſe jargon of vague terms and un- 
intelligible diſtinctions. The com- 
mon reader who has no leiſure nor 
inclination to follow the writer 
through all his intricate windings, 
admits his concluſions without ſuf- 
ficient attention to the principles on 


- which they were founded, and is 


thus deceived into a belief, that he 
hasconfuted hisadverſary. The peo- 
ple of America have been frequently 


_ amuſed and perplexed with the 


terms of external and internal tax- 
ation; and they have been taught 
* to 


633 
to believe, that their liberty entirely 


depended on a nice diſtinction be- 
tween the two; nevertheleſs the 
people of America are, at this mo- 
ment, as incapable of drawing the 
line, as when the diſpute began. 


The moſt celebrated Britiſh writer, 
in favour of the rights of America, 


attempting to put the matter out of 
doubt, informs us, that internal 
taxation is for the purpoſe of raiſ- 
ing a revenue, and external taxation 
ſolely for the regulation of trade. 


It is truly amazing that any man of 


common ſenſe, or common honeſty, 


ſhould deceive himſelf, and wiſh to 
deceive others with ſuch ſtuff ! 


Can any thing be more evident 
than that all | taxes are levied for the 


purpole of raiſing a revenue ? Can 
Fay real difference ariſe from the 


'D difference 


{ 34 


. of application ? What 


difference does it make to an 


American ſubject, whether the dol- 
lars which he pays in taxes are ſent 
to England, and guineas ſent back 
to build a fort for his protection; j 
or whether thoſe dollars were im- 

mediately expended for the ſame 
purpoſe in America? What dif- 
| ference is it to the conſumer, whe- 
ther he pays a duty on tea at Lon- 


don or at Boſton? But, taking off 


a ſhilling per pound in London, 
and laying on only three pence in 
America, made a conſiderable dif- 
ference to the band of ſmugglers 
by whom you have been miſled. 


Tam this moment in the utmoſt 


aſtoniſhment, at reading 1 in Riving- | 


ton's paper of this morning (Oct. 3d.) 
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an anſwer from the Congrels, 
to a letter written by Sir Henry 
Clinton; an anſwer which ought 
to be engraven in letters, not of 


gold, but of braſs, on every /iberty- 


- pole in America, and at the corner 


of every ſtreet in every town in Eu- 
rope, that all the world may judge 


whether ſuch impudence be any 


longer ſupportable ? That the im- 
pertinent folly of this memorable 
anſwer may be properly underſtood, 
it is neceſſary that I ſhould firſt 
tranſcribe Sir Henry Clinton's let- 


ter to the Congreſs. Thele letters 


cannot be made too publick, nor 


bz too carefully preſerved. 
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75 Mr. Riekigron, Printer to the 
King's moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


New-York, OR. 2d. 1778. 
os Six, 


OU will be deed to pub- 
e liſh the following copy of a letter 


« from His Excellency Sir Henry 
Clinton, K. B. addreſſed to the 


cc Preſident and Members of the 
e Congreſs, with the anſwer ſub- 


ce joined, 1 am, 
de Ein, 
« Your moſt obedient, 
« Humble Servant, 


JohN SMITH Sec.“ 


N. B. 111 Excellency an 


another letter of the ſame date and 


tenor to General Waſhington, to 


which he has as yet received no 
anſwer. 


7; 


0 


1 


To His Excellency Henry Laurens, 

Eſq, Preſident, and others the 

Members of the American Con- 
greſs at Philadelphia. 


Ne- Tork, 19th Sept. 1778. 
— 
____ « NOTHING but his Ma- 
« jeſty's poſitive inſtructions, of 
« which I ſend you an extract, could 
have induced me to trouble you or 
cc the American Congreſs again on 
« the ſubje&t of the troops de- 


* 


= a 


A 


e tained in New-England, in 
direct contravention of the treaty 


« entered into at Saratoga, The 
© negle&t of the requiſitions al- 


ready made on this ſubje& is 


s altogether unprecedented among 


ce parties at war. I now however 


8 6 repeat 


1 
ce repeat the demand, that the con- 
« vention of Saratoga be fulfilled; 


and offer by expreſs and recent 
< authority from the king, received 
ce ſince the date of the late re- 


&« quiſition made by his Majeſty's 


« Commiſſioners, to renew in his 


« Majeſty's name, all the condi- 


c tions ſtipulated by Lieutenant- 


« General Burgoyne, in reſpect to 
ce the troops ſerving under his com- 
„ mand, 


© Tn this I mean to diſcharge 
« my duty not only to the King, 


c whoſe orders I obey ; but to 
« the unhappy people likewiſe, 


« whoſe affairs are committed to 


« you, and who I hope will have 


« the candour to acquit me of 


« the conſequences that muſt 
c follow 
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LE « follow from the new ſyſtem 
„ « of war you are pleaſed to in- 

ce troduce. 


4 ] have the honour to be, 
4 Your moſt obedient, 


« And moſt humble Servant, 


sc H. ClinTON, a 
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To His Excellency General Sir 


Henry Clinton, K. B. Sc. He. 
New Vork. 


{ 
/ 


| Philadelphia, Sept. 28, 1728. 
8 

« YOUR letter of the roth 
« was laid before Congreſs, and I 'H 
* am directed to inform you that 
the Congreſs of the United States 
« of America make no anſwer to 
Kc inſolent letters. 


« Tam with due reſpect, 
«Stn, 
& Your obedient, 


« Humble ſervant, 
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Perhaps the reader may be at 


: ſome loſs to point out the infolent 


part of Sir Henry Clinton's letter, 
which could ſo irritate the venera- 
le, the wi/e, the prudent Congreſs, 
as to make them, like Xſop's cat, 
forget their new character, and 
ſpeak their old, their natural lan- 
guage. They muſt in truth, have 
been in a violent paſſion, thus ſud- 


denly to throw off the maſk, and, 


in one angry moment, loſe all their 
friends, and juſtify their enemies, in 
taking ſuch revenge as Britiſh ho- 
nour probably now holds indiſ- 
penſible. The part of Sir Henry 
Clinton's letter with which Con- 
greſs was particularly offended, is 


the laſt paragraph. They hate 


every thing that looks like an ap- 


peal to the people. But they were 


1 . 


FW 


under a neceſſity of giving ſome 
fuch laconick anſwer to the letter, 
becauſe it removed their only ob- 
jection to fulfilling the convention. 
But to return to our ſubject. 


T hat the people of America, 
who were not acquainted with the 
nature of taxation, ſhould be eaſily 
alarmed by deſigning men, is not 


at all ſurprizing ; and yet it re- 
quires very little reflection to com- 


prehend, that the burthen of taxa- 


tion is hardly felt. The people 
in England and Holland pay heavier 


taxes than any nation in the world, 


and yet theſe are the two countries 
in which there is the leaſt ap- 


pearance of want among the loweſt 
claſs of inhabitants. The taxes in 


Britain are ſaid to be enormouſly 
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increaſed, and all the neceſſaries of 


life ſo extravagantly dear, that it is 
impoſſible to live; and yet there 
is hardly a man in England whoſe 
grandfather lived halt ſo well as 
himſelf. Who are the people who 


feel the weight of taxation? Is it 
the farmer ? No: he raiſes the 
price of his corn, Is it the land- 


lord? No: he raiſes his rents. Is 


it the merchant, the ſhopkeeper, 


the mechanick, the manufacturer, 
the day-labourer? No, no: they 
all raiſe their prices in proportion, 
and generally in over proportion to 


the tax. Who then are the people 
who are really burthened by taxa- 


tion ? They are place-men, pen- 
fioners, officers of the army and 
navy, clergymen, and thoſe who 
live on the intereſt of money in the 


funds, But in an induftrious na- 


tion, 


(44 } 
tion, which exports its manufac- 


tures or produce to foreign coun- 


tries, the taxes are chiefly paid by 


foreigners. 


Poſſibly it may be ſaid, that high 


taxes will increaſe the price of 


labour, and prevent exportation, by 


raiſing the price of your produce 


and manufactures too high for fo- 
reign markets. But the high price 
of labour in America proves, that 
it is not always the effect of taxa- 


tion; and it is very evident, from 


the prodigious exportation of Eng- 
liſh manufactures, that internal 


taxation 1s no burthen on the ma- 


nufacturer, and no impediment to 
trade. 


Preſuming that the good people 


of America are now convinced, 


that 


( 45 ) 


that this mighty hobgoblin, called 


external. or internal taxation (they 


are the ſame thing) is not ſo hor- 
rible a monſter as they have been 


taught to believe; we will now 


proceed to a fair and candid inveſ- 


| tigation of the manner in which 
America might be legally and con- 


ſtitutionally taxed It is the un- 
doubted privilege of Britons to tax 


themſelves: That is, every bill ex- 
acting money from the ſubject, 


muſt originate in the Houſe of 


Commons, muſt paſs the Houſe of 
Lords, and receive the aſſent of the 
King, before it becomes a law. 
Such bills muſt originate with the 
Commons, becauſe they are the 


repreſentatives of the people, and, 


in this ſenſe, the people tax them- 


ſelves. But the people of America 
are not repreſented in the Britiſh 
Parliament, 


TY 


(.90 ) 
Parliament, therefore, they cannot 
be legally taxed by that authority. 
This, I apprehend, every Ameri- 
can will allow to be a true ſtate of 
the caſe, . 


The caſuiſts, on both ſides the 


queſtion have, I think, generally 


ſuppoſed diſtinct modes of conſti- 


tutional taxation: viz. Either by 


the provincial aſſemblies with the 


conſent of the council, the governor, 
and the king; or by a viceroy and 
parliament of her own; or that 


America ſhould ſend members to 


the Britiſh Parliament. The prin- 


cipal objection to the firſt of theſe 


methods 1s, that the ſum, required 
by the miniſter to be raiſed by 
America, would be granted in the 
provinces, not in proportion to 
their reſpective abilities, but ac- 

cording 
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cording to the degree of loyalty, or 


affection, or generoſity, or juſtice 


of each aſſembly. An aſſembly of 


muliſh republicans, if any ſuch 


ſhould ariſe, would probably grant 
nothing towards the ſupport of 
majeſty and the whore of Babylon. 


This would create diſputes among 


the provinces, and the tax would 


always be unequal. The ſum re- 
queſted by the miniſter would ever 
be thought too great, and would be 
an endleſs matter of diſpute be- 
tween the American governors and 
the aſſemblies. 


The ſecond expedient is, a vice- 
roy from England, with an upper 


and a lower houle of repreſentatives, 


aſſembled at Philadelphia. There 
are ſo few objections to this form of 
government, that if it had been 


pro- 


e 
propoſed by America, the proje gt 
would have met with no oppo- 
ſition. 


actually repreſented in the Britiſh 
Houſe of Commons by members 


ſent from America. It this be the 


choice of America, Britain can have 
no objection. If America, inſtead 
of wrangling about external and in- 
ternal taxation, had petitioned to 
ſend members to parliament, this 
miſerable war would never have 
begun. But it was not the deſign, 
becauſe it was not the intereſt of 


your Adams's, and ſuch fort of men, 


to prevent the war. They objected 
to ſendingmembers, becauſe, though 


every province ſhould ſend three, 


their number would be yet ſo ſmall 


in proportion to the reſt, that they 


could 


The third ſcheme is that of being 
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could have no weight or influence 
in the Houſe. This objection might 
with equal propriety be urged by 
the members of every county in 

England, The largeſt county in 
Britain ſends very few members to 
parliament. Scotland ſends only 
Forty-five, and yet Scotland has 
never ſince the Union had cauſe to 
complain of partial oppreſſive tax- 
ation. But, as I have before ob- 
ſerved, the miſcreants, by whom 
you have been deluded, were, from 
the firſt, determined to precipitate 
you into a ruinous war with your 
beſt friends. They themſelves run 
no riſque : for they have nothing to 


loſe. 
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SECTION v. 


BRETHREN and. ie Ju- 


jets ! I now, moſt earneſtly requeſt 
your ſerious. attention. Theſe are 


not times to ſpend in idle caſuiſtry 
and unavailing diſputation. All 
your felicity, in this world, depends 


upon the reſolution of a moment. 


For heaven's ſake, trifle no longer, 
when your liberty and every thing 
you poſſeſs is at ſtake! Reflect 


ſeriouſly on the characters of thoſe 


men in whom you have confided. 
Conſider them one by one, and be 
cautiouſly inquiſitive into the life 
and converſation of every indivi- 
dual. Is there a man amongſt them 
of diſtinguiſhed honour and pro- 
bity? Is there a ſingle individual 

among 


R 
N — 


1 


among the principal promoters 1 


this unnatural revolt, whom you 
would have honoured with the ap- 
pellation of an honeſt man? Were 
they not all people of doubtful 
origin, of deſperate fortune, and of 
ſuſpicious character? And are theſe 


the men by whom you are adviſed 


and by whom you wiſh to be go- 


verned? Depend upon it, low- 
bred people will be tyrants as ſoon 


as it 1s in their power. The truth 


of this aſſertion is proved beyond 
all contradiction, by the preſent 
tranſactions at Philadelphia, where 
all their proceedings are tyrannical 
and oppreſſive beyond conception. 


No publick trial, no confronting of 


evidence, no jury, no habeas cor pus; 
in ſhort, not the leaſt veſtige aF-.:: 
your ancient Britiſh forms or judi- 


3 cature, 


3 
cature, by which the liberty and 
perſonal ſafety of the ſubject were 
ſo effectually ſecured. No, no: 
theſe happy and ſingular ſecurities | 
of Britiſh liberty are unknown at 
q 5 Philadelphia; ; your governors are 
= - become tyrants ; their principles 
; are deſpotic, their proceedings un- 
juſt, and their intentions deſtruc- 
tive to the freedom of America. 


What I have already written, 
concering the private characters of 
the perſons, principally concerned 
in perſuading the people of Ame- 
rica to oppole the legal authority 
of the mother country, is of ſo 
much conſequence i in the diſpute, 


that I cannot help repeating my 
' requeſt. I once more earneſtly 


deſire, ' that the characters of theſe 
men 
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men may be carefully examined and 


conſidered. I now proceed to an- 


ſwer ſome objections to the conduct 


of Britiſh miniſters, the parliament, 
and of Britiſh generals, - 


The enemies of liberty (I mean_ 
the Congreſs, their abettors, and de- 
pendents) have induſtriouſly re- 
ported a thouſand tales concerning 


the cruelty of the Britiſh army. 


Thoſe, who are credulous from in- 
experience, believe ſuch tales on 
the mere ihſe dixit of the relator; 
but thoſe who are better acquainted 
with the world, will recollect that 


mankind generally act under the 
influence of ſelf-intereſt ; that it 


is the intereſt of the enemies of 


Britain to propagate every report 


prejudicial to the Britiſh army, and 
E 3 that 


4s) 


that a Britiſh general would act 
contrary to his intereſt, in ſuffer- 
ing his army to treat with cruelty 
thoſe whom he wiſhed to make 
his friends. On theſe conſidera- 


tions, ſuch reports will, to ſenſible 


people, appear highly improbable, 
and their belief will be propor- 


tioned to the evidence of facts. 


It is well known, that large ar- 


mies cannot poſſibly be entirely 
| prevented from irregularities on a 
march. In the Jerſies ſome houſes 


may have been plundered, and ſome 


burnt, contrary to the poſitive or- 


ders of the general ; but it is no- 


torious, that the troops, in their 
ſeveral marches through that coun- 
try, met with frequent inſults 
and intolerable provocations, with 


which 
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which the general was entirely un- 
acquainted. Many of the peaſants 
concealed themſelves whilſt the 
troops marched by their houſes, 
and fired on them from the win- 
dows, as ſoon as they had paſſed. 
The Britiſh troops in their camps 
and cantonments, were perpetually 


inſulted by ſmall bodies of pea- 


ſants, firing at their picquets and 
centinels in the night. Such ban- 
ditti are, by all the laws of war, 
entitled to no mercy; and if, after 
two or three ſuch inſults, the ge- 
neral had ordered every houſe within 
five miles of his camp, to be ſet on 


fire, he would have been Juſtified 
by all the world. 


The nn of the con- 
duct of the Britiſh miniſtry, and 
E 4 of 
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of parliament, I have refereed to 
the laſt, becauſe it is that part of 
my ſubjea with which I wiſh, moſt 
indelibly to impreſs the mind of 
every rational American. 


Doubtleſs the parliament of Great 
Britain have paſſed ſome acts con- 
cerning America which cannot be 

juſtified. But we muſt remember, that 
the only oppreſſive acts of parlia- 
ment were ſubſequent to, and in con- 
ſequence of, tranſactions equally un- 
juſtifiable on the part of America, and 


that conſequently ſomething muſt 
be allowed to national reſentment : : 


beſides, theſe acts had evidently no 
other object than to bring back 
America to a proper ſenſe of her 

own intereſt and of her duty to her 
ſovercign ; 3 a duty ſhe has conftantly 
ac- 


* 57 ) 
hana, and without which 
ſhe can never be happy. But ad- 
mitting that theſe acts of parliament 
were oppreſſive, ſurely their laſt act 
muſt have convinced all the world, 
that Britain no longer entertained 
any reſentment towards America, 
and that a Congreſs who could re- 
ject ſuch terms, muſt have been 
previouſly determined, at all events, 
to uſurp a ſovereignty, to which 
neither the people of England, nor 
of America can poſſibly ſubmit. 


Wich 3 to the minifiry, it is 
neceſſary to obſerve, that their ac- 
tions are not to be poiſed in the 
fame balance with thoſe of other 
kingdoms, The exceſſive freedom 
of the Britiſh conſtitution lays them 
under perpetual reſtraint, and this 


reſtraint 


; ny. 4 
reſtraint is productive of ſuch delay 
as in time of war, muſt often fruſ- 
trate the moſt rational plans of 
operation. I mention this circum- 
ſtance as an exculpation of the 
miniſtry to thoſe friends of govern- 
ment in America, who complain 
of dilatory proceedings. The 
miniſtry in England are always 


, perplexed by an oppoſition in par- 


liament, which, though ſalutary to 
the conſtitution, is nevertheleſs an 
evil ſometimes productive of very 
diſagreeable effects. It is, however, 
an evil which admits of no remedy 
that would not be worſe than the 
diſeaſe. But the effects of this ſa- 
lutary oppoſition are particularly 
unfortunate, when the govern- 

ment is employed in ſuppreſſing 
the inordinate effuſions and exube- 
2 rances 


3 L > A ow OO BE >> 3 k iS a * 
oo oo EE En 


(639 
rances of liberty. The male- con- 
tents believe, that all thoſe who op- 
poſe adminiſtration, are their 
friends; the ſpeeches of a Chatham, 
a Camden, a Burke, are repeated, 
and re-echoed in every licentious 
aſſembly; and the floridly argu- 
mentative harangues, which, in the 
laudable pride of elocution and ir- 
repreſſible fervour of patriotiſm, 
were meant to preſerve the conſti- 
tution, unfortunately prove the 
cauſe of its overthrow. 


Americans, friends, fellow- 
countrymen | I muſt now bid you 
farewell. My epiſtle 1 is of ſufficient 
length, and its contents enough 
for your preſent conſideration. But 
before we part, I conjure you, Se- 

ware of wolves in ſbeeps clothing. 
1 Re- 


LES 

Remember, that obedience to legal 
authority is the poſitive command 
of God, and the conſtant doctrine 
of his word. Remember, that your 
preſent ridiculous rulers are in every 
reſpect your inferiors, who, without 
your authority, have bound you to a 
nation which you hate, and who in 
the true ſpirit of republican tyranny, 
already rule you with a rod of iron. 
Awake, awake, Americans! Be no 
longer deluded by theſe notoriouſly 
unprincipled demagogues. If ye 
regard the liberty to which ye were 
born, ariſe and pull down theſe 
ſelf created Lords, and tread them 
under your feet. Be aſſured, that 
Britain will now aſſiſt you with all 
her might. The inſolent folly of 
this ridiculous Congreſs, hath, like 
a charm, in a moment annthilated 
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all oppoſition to government, hath 


united all parties in defence of the 
honour of the crown, of the nation, 


and of the conſtitutional liberty of 
America. England will now throw 
away the ſcabbard in earneſt. She 
will reſolve never to treat with this 
contemptible, this temporary thing 


called a CONGRESS, and ſhe will 


convince the world that though ſhe 
may be ſlow to anger, perdition 
waits on him that dares inſult her. 


T * remains yet one argument, 
which, if I had uſed no other, were 
alone ſufficient to rouſe every ra- 


tional American to an immediate 


exertion of all his powers, I mean 


the enormous debt of ſixty millions 


ſterling, contracted by the Congreſs; 
which enormous debt, if the Con- 


greſs 


6 
greſs continue to reign, muſt be 
paid by three millions of people, 
without coin, without trade, or any 
other poſſible means of diſcharging 
a twentieth part of the debt, ex- 
cept by an abſolute ſale of all your 
lands to a foreign power. Com- 
pare your debt, your number of 
people, and your total want of re- 
ſources, with thoſe of Britain, her 
debt, her number of people, and 
if you are not convinced that no- 
thing but immediate reconciliation 
can ſave you from deſtruction, you 
muſt henceforward relinquiſh all 
pretenſions to common under- 


ſtanding. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


10 SIR W#*#***#% [[***, 


ST TK, 


T HE preſent editor of this 
pamphlet takes the liberty to 


ſubjoin a poſtſcript, and to addreſs 
it particularly to you, becauſe you 
are intimately connected with the 
ſubject of the pamphlet; becauſe 
you will cut a very ſingular figure 
in the hiſtory of America; and 
more eſpecially, becauſe in your 
late wonderful ſpeech in the Houſe 
of Commons, you have endeavoured 
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to thife Ks publick ecm from 


yourſelf tO the king' s miniſters, and 5 
particularly to the ſecretary for the 


American department. That a 


general officer, who, for ſo long a 
time, without effect, commanded 
the fineſt, the moſt numerous, and 
beſt appointed army that ever ſailed 
from Britain, againſt a deſpicable, in- 


conſiderable rabble, ſhould try every 


poſſible 7 means of exculpation, i is not 


- ſurpriſing ; but it would be really 


wonderful if ſuch a lame apology 
ſhould raiſe your character a jot 
with the rational part of the nation. 


Your advocates (tor you have 
ſome) will tell me, that it is un- 
generous to prejudice the minds 
of the people againſt a man who 
expects a legal enquiry into his con- 

5 duct. 


4 „ 
duct. This plea you have rendered 
totally invalid, by beginning your 
exculpation in the Houſe of Com- 
mons previous to ſuch enquiry. 
Beſides, you have prematurely, in- 
formally, and impertinently accuſed 
others; you are therefore become 
fair game, and the publick have 
an indiſputable right to an ample 
inveſtigation of your conduct in 
America. That inveſtigation I 
reſerve. I mean at preſent only to 


conſider your ſpeech | in the Houſe 
of Commons. 


. 


"You began with a declaration, 
that you could not approve of mea- 
ſures that favoured of cruelty or 
barbarity. — In anſwer to this,. I 
aſk you, upon your honour, whe- 
ther you really believe that cruelty 
F and 


and barbarity were intended by the 


authors of the Manifeſto laſt pub- 


liſhed in America? If you are ſo 


uninformed in the uſual intention of 


Man iſeſtos, your friend General Bur- 


goyne will tell you of one inſtance, at 


leaſt, in which a furious proclama- 
tion was, iſſued merely in terrorem. 
But, Sir, admitting that the miniſ- 


try really intended to carry on the 
war in future, with rather leſs lenity 


than heretofore, they are juſtifiable 


by every law of nature and of nations, 


becauſe lenient meaſures in the ex- 
treme have been tryed to no pur- 
poſe. What are your preciſe ideas 
of cruelty and barbarity I know 
not ; my own ideas of cruelty I will 
tell you. When you, Sir, firſt land- 
ed upon Long Iſland, it was cruel 
yon example to ſuffer the rebel 

0 | | army 


e 

army to eſcape acroſs the eaſt river. 
You know it might have been pre- 
vented by two or three frigates, and 
that if you had not checked your 
troops, all the rebels on Long 
Iſland muſt have laid down their 
arms. This would have ended the 
war. It was eruel, horridly cruel, 
in you not to ſtifle the monſter Re- 
bellion in the cradle; and, if this 
be a fact, you are anſwerable for all 

the increaſe of national debt, 
for every limb, for every life that 
has been loſt in the conteſt, and 
for all the miſeries, paſt and to 
come, inſeparable from ſuch a war. 
I honeſtly confeſs, Sir, that I re- 
gard you with the utmoſt ſurprize, 
I had almoſt ſaid, deteſtation; 
becauſe I believe that it you had 
poſſeſſed the leaſt degree of com- 
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mon ſagacity, you could not poſ- 
ſibly have neglected the many op- 
portunities, which Fortune threw 
in your way, to deſtroy Mr. Waſh- 
ington's ragged army. You my 
be very honeſt, and you may be 
brave; but, in the commander of an 

army, ſomething more is required. 


You id i in your ſpeech, cc that 
« reflexions had been thrown on 
c your character in your abſence; but 
& that you did not know by whom.” 
I will tell you by whom; by 
every man in England and in Ae 
rica, except thoſe officers who are 
indebted to you for their promo- 
tion. The number is very con- 
ſiderable; for though you moſt 
abſurdly complain, that ſome of 
your recommendations were diſre- 


1 Fo ended 


( Off +} 
garded by the miniſtry, it is a noto- 
rious fact, that no Britiſh general 
was ever honoured with a more 
extenſive patronage 3. inſomuch, 
that if you had remained another 
year in America, there would hardly 
have been a ſingle officer below the 
rank of a general, who would not 
have been indebted to you for his 
promotion. Whenever you are 
called upon to anſwer to your 
country, I beg this circumſtance 
may be remembered, and that the 
evidence of your quondam fa- 
vourites and dependents may be 
conſidered accordingly. Why did 
you not purſue your advantage at 
White Plains? Why did you not 
croſs the Delaware when Waſhing- 
ton had not three thouſand men to 
oppoſe you ? Why did you not 
Djs attack 
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attack him at Vallyforge, when 


he had not a fourth of your army, 
and when a very intelligent friend 


of government offered to conduct 
you to a part of his camp, where 


he might have been attacked with 
the greateſt facility ? Why, whilſt 


you were at Philadelpha did you . 


ſuſpe&, diſcourage, and totally diſ- 
regard all intelligence and advice, 
though communicated by the moſt 
ſagacious and ſteady friends of Bri- 
tain? Such things, Sit William, 


Ae whiſpered againſt you by per- 


ſons lately arrived from America. 
1 * they's are not true, 


| You fay, in your ſreech, « that 


cc you were often left to ſhift for 


« yourſelf, for want of inſtructions 
« from the miniſtry. Your worſt 
- enemy 


1 

enemy could not have brought a 
heavier accuſation againſt you. 
Whenever the miniſtry left you 
without inſtructions, they paid you 
the compliment of depending upon 
your ſagacity. At ſuch a diſtance 
no miniſter can adapt his inſtruc- 
tions to every emergency, and a 
General who dares not act without 
minute inſtructions, would have 


been more in his element in the 
rank of a corporal. 


You accuſed: the miniſtry of + 
whiſpering away your character; 
and you afterwards, very fooliſhly, 
qualified the accuſation by ſaying, 
„that if the reflexions againſt 

„you did not originate with the 
6 miniſtry, at leaſt, they did not 
& contradict them.” Jo this you 


received 


* vt - 
is 


attentive, ſpending your evenings 


e 
received a very explicit and poſi- 
tive anſwer from one of the perſons 


accuſed, It was, in truth, ſo filly 
an accuſation that all the minority 


bluſhed for you. But is it poſſible 


that you can be ſo weak a man as 
to ſuppoſe the miniſtry would vin- 
dicate the character of a general in 


whom they were ſo much diſap- 


pointed; a general who could not 
in three campaigns deſtroy a half- 
ſtarved, half-naked, half- armed un- 


diſciplined mob, which even in 


point of number ſeldom equalled 
one third of your own 1 9 


12 Sir William, are the ap- 


pearances againſt you. If they be 


founded on facts; if it ſhould really 


appear that you were indolent, in- 


at 


1 

at the play, your nights in gam- 
bling, and your mornings in bed; 
that your counſellors were men * 
no abilities, that you were laterally 
deaf to all ſalutary information, 
and that your gallantries employed 
moſt of your time: if, I ſay, Sir, 
theſe things are true, there exiſts 
not a delinquent on the face of the 
earth ſo deſerving of exemplary 
_ puniſhment as yourſelf, 


In recollecting this your ever 
memiorable ſpeech, the ſpeeches of 
the reſt of the minority are natu- 
rally brought to my remembrance. 
Theſe uniformly antiminiſterial 
members are doubtleſs all honour- 
able men. The nation is perfectly 

convinced of their ſincerity, and 
that places or penſions are no part 


G of 


of their object. But Iwill take the 
liberty to aſſure them that, in the 
eſtimation of their friends in Ame 
rica, the minority are objects of 
contempt and ridicule; that, if in- 
dependence had been granted to 
America, the farther pretenſions of 
the Congreſs would have been in- 


finitely too extravagant for even 


the minority to grant; and that 
the ſpeeches of this minority, how- 
ever well intended, have more ef- 
fectually ſupported the oppoſition 
in America, than the abilities of 
Waſhington, the reſolution of 
Congreſs, or the arms of France, 


Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
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